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Numismatic  History  is  Made 

In  1996  our  firm  had  the  privilege  of  cataloging  the  Eliasberg  Collec¬ 
tion  specimen  of  the  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel,  far  and  away  the  finest  of 
five  examples  known.  The  multi-page  description  concluded  with: 

THE  WORLD  IN  WAIT— All  eyes  in  the  numismatic  world  will  be  await¬ 
ing  who  will  be  the  next  owner  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  specimen  of  the 
1913  Liberty  Head  nickel,  the  finest  known  example  of  a  dazzling  rarity  whose 
fame  seems  to  increase  as  each  year  goes  by. 

The  prized  nickel  crossed  the  $1  million  mark,  then  beyond,  setting  a 
worldwide  record  for  a  rare  coin. 

In  the  decades  since  that  time,  rarities  have  become  more  appreciated 
than  ever  and  have  been  featured  at  conventions  and  other  events,  often 
drawing  crowds.  In  this  venue,  the  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel  has  always 
been  a  shining  beacon.  The  Eliasberg  coin,  the  finest  of  the  fine,  the  rarest 
of  the  rare,  is  the  ultimate  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel  and  may  well  be  the 
most  famous  rare  coin  in  existence. 

Stacks  Bowers  Galleries  Chosen  Once  Again 

Today,  Stack’s  Bowers  Galleries  is  honored  to 
again  present  the  Eliasberg  1913  Liberty  Head 
nickel  at  public  auction.  It  is  the  highest  graded 
example  and  traces  its  pedigree  to  the  only  com¬ 
plete  collection  of  United  States  coins  by  date  and 
mintmark.  It  comes  to  us  from  the  family  of  Dr. 
William  Morton-Smith,  an  old-time  collector 
whose  numismatic  interests  were  spurred  by  a 
remarkable  discovery. 

Dr.  William  Morton-Smith  (Bill)  hailed  from 
an  old-time  Boston  family  whose  passion  for  col¬ 
lecting  goes  back  generations.  As  in  any  family,  certain  heirlooms  pass 
down  through  the  generations  and  in  this  particular  circumstance,  a 
beautiful  antique  Colonial  desk  was  inherited  by  Bill.  As  he  was  combing 
through  the  desk  discovering  its  many  features,  he  came  across  a  com¬ 
partment  that  housed  a  coin  collection  consisting  of  colonial  coins,  half 
cents,  large  cents,  a  complete  set  of  Proof  Liberty  Head  nickels  and  much 
more.  These  had  once  belonged  to  his  great  grandfather.  Bill  was  amazed 
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that  the  coins  had  been  in  the  desk  all  this  time.  He  determined  to  learn 
all  he  could  about  them  and  add  to  the  collection.  He  spent  decades  add¬ 
ing  important  rarities  to  this  prized  cabinet  started  generations  before. 
A  connoisseur  at  heart,  he  pursued  other  collectibles,  all  of  which  he  en¬ 
joyed  sharing  with  others. 

Fast  forward  to  today.  The  family  has  chosen  our  firm  to  once  again 
showcase  the  finest  known  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel.  It  will  be  a  highlight 
in  our  August  2018  Official  Auction  of  the  ANA  Worlds  Fair  of  Money®  in 
Philadelphia.  This  is  not  the  first  time  Stacks  Bowers  Galleries  has  worked 
with  the  family;  previously  we  were  selected  to  bring  to  market  Bills  1804 
dollar,  pedigreed  to  the  Berg  and  Garrett  collections,  and  his  1794  dollar, 
the  Lord  St.  Oswald/Norweb  specimen. 

The  2018  ANA  World’s  Fair  of  Money 

We  are  currently  preparing  for  our  official  ANA  auction  event.  We  will 
feature  a  special  presentation  for  this  fabulous  coin,  a  prime  candidate  for 
the  most  famous  single  American  rarity!  Will  market  history  be  made? 
All  elements  are  in  place  for  a  memorable  sale.  The  new  owner  will  be 
forever  enshrined  in  the  Pantheon  of  American  numismatics. 

The  sale  will  take  place  at  the  Pennsylvania  Convention  Center,  on  the 
evening  of  Wednesday,  August  15.  Bidders  can  participate  in  person,  or 
by  Internet,  mail,  or  telephone  (by  previous  arrangement).  The  auction 
catalog  will  provide  complete  details. 


Sale  Information 

Date:  Wednesday,  August  15,  2018 

Location:  Pennsylvania  Convention  Center 

1101  Arch  Street 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania  19107 

Lot  Viewing:  Lot  viewing  will  be  available  at  the  Pennsylvania  Conven¬ 
tion  Center,  at  Stacks  Bowers  Galleries’  New  York  City 
office  at  123  W.  57th  Street  and  at  our  California  office  in 
Santa  Ana.  Details  will  be  available  at  StacksBowers.com. 
It  will  also  be  on  tour  at  major  coin  shows. 

For  More  Information:  Call  toll-free:  800-458-4646 
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America’s  Oldest  and  Most  Accomplished  Rare  Coin  Auctioneer 


800.458.4646  West  Coast  Office  •  800.566.2580  East  Coast  Office 
1231  East  Dyer  Road,  Ste  100,  Santa  Ana,  CA  92705  .  949.253.0916 
123  West  57th  Street,  New  York,  NY  10019  •  212.582.2580 
info@stacksbowers.com  •  www.stacksbowers.com 

California  •  New  York  •  New  Hampshire  •  Hong  Kong  •  Paris 


